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2014 Was Great Year for Chapter 

 

 
      Chapter members and wives attended the Greater Dallas Miltary Gala in April. In June, Rich Kaniss (on 

far left) replaced Kermit Gable (on far right) as your Chapter President. 
Here’s a list of some of our accomplishments during this calendar year: 

 Membership: increased individual members to 1150 and increased corporates from 30 to 48 

 Leadership and a Movie: held 4 events in 2014 – plan to double that in 2015 

 Battlefield Staff Ride to Vicksburg and Tactical Decision Game – have trained over 1200 cadets 
and next trip will be 28 March 2015 

 Normandy Invasion Leadership Trip: took 5 top cadets (one from each university) plus one faculty 
member to 70

th
 anniversary of D-Day in March 2014.  JP Hogan and John Antal were instructors. 

Plan a reprise of the trip in 2015 with financial support of membership.  See flyer sent out to you 
on this subject and help make memories for future Army leaders. 

 America’s Future Series: We hosted a Symposium with GEN Dempsey the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff in April – 700-800 in attendance – raised funds for the chapter, Habitat for Humanity 
($8000) and the Army Scholarship Foundation ($8000).  

 Dallas Military Foundation Gala- see picture above. Rich served as Chairman. Event drew 900 
people and raised $288,000 for military causes. 

Accomplishments continued on page 3 
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 AUSA North Texas Leadership Program 2014:  The entire AUSA North Texas Chapter, and particularly our 
Leadership Program Cadre, really made things happen in 2014 with our “Passing the Torch” leadership program. 
Passing the Torch is currently assisting ROTC programs at five universities in Texas.  Passing the Torch is an 
immersive, interactive, and focused leadership training program that assists the ROTC cadre of local college and 
university programs in North Texas to develop the “leadership quotient” of the cadets at these institutions. Passing the 
Torch is training the next generation of Army leaders while providing AUSA members a rewarding opportunity to 
coach, teach and mentor these emerging leaders.  

 
 

ROTC Cadets and the AUSA North Texas Leadership Cadre at Vicksburg, Mississippi in September 2014 
The Leadership Program involves: 
1. Leadership and a  Movie events.  We conducted four Leadership and a Movie events in 2014.  In each event we 
provide a group of 35-60 Cadets a dinner, discuss the leadership context of the film, watch the film and then discuss 
leadership lessons.  Films in 2014 included:  
 A. The Alamo < http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0318974/?ref_=nv_sr_1 > 
 B.  Band of Brothers, Day of Days < http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0185906/?ref_=nv_sr_1 > 
 C. The Devils Brigade < http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0062886/?ref_=nv_sr_1 > 
 D. The Crossing < http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0210628/ >  
 
2. A Three-Hour Pre-Battlefield Leadership Experience (BLE) Preparation Training Session: This training 
session prepares the Cadets for the BLE to Vicksburg, MS.  The training involves a battle briefing on the 1863 
Vicksburg Campaign, a Combat Decision Game (CDG) and a capstone Tactical Decision Game that is fought over the 
same terrain the Cadets will visit on the BLE.  This exercise is conducted 2 weeks prior to the Vicksburg BLE. We 
conducted two of these preparatory sessions in 2014. 
3. Two BLEs, each three days long, at Vicksburg, Mississippi.  Each BLE involves 35-45 Cadets and a dozen 
AUSA North Texas Leadership Program Cadre members. We planned, prepared, funded and conducted two BLEs to 
Vicksburg in 2014. 
 
4. D-Day BLE to Normandy France (during Spring Break) – the ultimate exercise in our Passing the Torch 
Leadership Program. This exercise involves three (3 hour each) preparatory classroom sessions in North Texas, and 
then six days in Normandy, France, walking the D-Day battlefields of the American Sector and learning the leadership 
lessons of the some of the most dramatic small unit combat actions in military history. (continued on page 7) 

Passing the Torch 2014 – A Very Successful Year 
 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0318974/?ref_=nv_sr_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0185906/?ref_=nv_sr_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0062886/?ref_=nv_sr_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0210628/
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Kermit Gable, on left, gets award from his replacement, 
Rich Kaniss at Bikinis Bar & Grill where we celebrated a 
very successful golf tournament. 

 Army Birthday Party on June 14
th
 was held at Rose 

& Jeff Gault’s house where we graded applications 
for the Army Scholarship Foundation (see article on 
page 5.) 

 Alamo Drafthouse and Cinema hosted an Army 
movie night in September prior to the golf 
tournament; Chapter received ticket proceeds 
amounting to $450. 

 AUSA National Meeting: four awards received; 
Kermit Gable for his leadership and growth as our 
last President, JP Hogan and John Antal for their 
Leadership support and Army Scholarship 
Foundation for what they do to fund scholarships to 
Army spouses and children annually. 

 AUSA Party at Bikinis Sports Bar & Grill brought in 
two new corporate members and netted $345 in % 
of revenues. Received additional gift of $750 in 
sports memorabilia from press box. 

 Served as judges for annual Veterans Day Parade 
(see photo below and article on page 4) 

 Generated 4 newsletters like this one that get sent 
out by email and, in a related activity, generated a 
calling campaign to get emails for members for 
whom we have none. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 Chapter President’s Message – Rich Kaniss 

 
 We have updated our website, gotten new AUSA 

Flag North Texas Chapter, New Pop up Display for 
Leadership Program, new table cloth for chapter 
and bought new flyers for Leadership Program. 

 Wounded Warrior Golf Classic: Netted $68,000, 
with 200 golfers participating. Next year’s event will 
be on October 7

th
 at Firewheel Golf Course. 

Proceeds went three ways: Heroes on the Water, 
Operation Once in a Lifetime and $15,000 set aside 
to fund our new skeet shooting event in 2015.  For 
a preview of coming attractions, please turn to the 
last page. 

  
I hope everyone has a prosperous and rewarding 2015..  
I’d also like to thank everyone who makes the North 
Texas Chapter a success; we’ve accomplished so much 
with only a small fraction of our membership being 
involved.  I’m also making a plea to our membership that 
isn’t involved but would like to be, we can use your help.  
Please consider making 2015 the year you give back 
more. 
 

Rich 
Rich Kaniss, Chapter President 
 

 
 
AUSA judges at stand for Veterans Day Parade at City 
Hall in Downtown Dallas 
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Wesley Geary when he was Chief of Chaplains in Korea.  
He filled the same role at V Corps in Germany and III 
Corps at Fort Hood.  He also served as Chapter 
President and VIP Escort at AUSA Annual Meeting. 
  
  I think membership in the North Texas Chapter 
contributes to my health and overall sense of well 
being by giving me a positive outlet for my concerns 
about our nation's future and role of the military in that 
endeavor. 

Chaplain’s Corner- “Why I Remain Active in AUSA” 

 

 

 
 
 I stay active in AUSA because: 

1. It gets me out of the house at least once a 
month. 

2. The meetings are short and interesting. 
3. The meals are reasonably priced and good. 
4. The North Texas Chapter supports activities 

which I agree with and like (such as the 
Leadership Program) 

5. I have become close friends with our members. 
6. My wife supports my membership. 
7. Lastly, as a military retiree, AUSA makes me 

feel like I’m still serving. 
   
 At the end of each year I tell myself that next 
year I will slow down, but the call of "Duty, Honor and 
Country" awakens me to the reality, that "I am Regular 
Army and A Soldier for Life". Thanks for allowing me to 
serve with each of you.  
 Have a Happy and Blessed 2015! 
 

- Chaplain Wesley Geary 
 

  
2014 Veterans Day Parade 

 

   
  
The Parade had excellent coverage on TV and in the press, including a picture on the front page of the Wall Street 
Journal. 
Your Chapter provided the judges for the Parade who had to select the winners in such diverse categories as 
JROTC units and high School Bands, Veterans and Patriotic Organizations, Corporate and Political entries, and 
Military Units.  The awards were presented at Frontiers of Flight Museum on January 22nd to the winners of the 
various entry categories. 
Members of the Chapter also serve as officers on the parade’s organizing committee and foundation.  For more on 
the parade and its results, go to its website: http://www.vetsdayindallas.org/judging.htm 
 

A Bell UH-1B Huey that saw combat in Vietnam 
approaches Downtown Dallas on November 11

th
, 

2014 to participate in the annual Greater Dallas 
Veterans Day Parade.  It is piloted by its owner, 
Bobby Hawk of Argyll, Texas.  The Huey flyover is a 
favorite part of the observance by older veterans. 
 The theme of the parade was “Honoring 
Wounded Veterans of all Wars.”  Contests were held 
in the elementary and middle schools to create art 
projects following this theme.  Over 150 units 
participated in this year’s event despite the bitter 
cold. 

http://www.vetsdayindallas.org/judging.htm
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Chapter and Army Scholarship Foundation Continue Partnership in Support of Army 
Families 

 
In the picture at left, Jeff Gault receives the 
AUSA Commendation Flag on behalf of the 
Army Scholarship Foundation. Your Chapter 
nominated ASF to win the award for nonprofits 
serving the Army because of the good the 
Foundation does and the close working 
relationship we have with it. Rich Kaniss 
presented the Commendation at the AUSA 
Regional Breakfast at the National Meeting in 
October.  Note his nametag with the long string 
of awards your Chapter won this year, including 
Best Newsletter! 
In the photo below, JP and Rich present a 
$8,000 check from the Chapter to Rose and Jeff 
at the Army Birthday celebration at their home in 
North Dallas. 

- Editor 

 The Army Scholarship Foundation and North Texas AUSA continue to work together to assist our soldiers and 
Army families. The Foundation's ongoing support of the LEADERSHIP Pillar of our North Texas AUSA mission 
and our Chapter's continued partnership with the Army Scholarship Foundation over this past year have 
continued to grow.  

 
 In recognition of the Army Scholarship Foundation's support for families and our partnership over these past 
years, the 4th AUSA Region honored the Army Scholarship Foundation with an excellence award during the 
AUSA National Meeting and Expo in October.   
 
To learn more about the challenges faced by our Army family members in pursuing their educational dreams, 
or to make a tax deductible donation to the Foundation, please visit the web site for the Army Scholarship 
Foundation at http://www.armyscholarshipfoundation.org/ or contact us to volunteer. Investing in Army families 
through assisting in their education is one small way of saying "thank you" to those who have sacrificed so 
much for us, and to invest in our nation's future.                                                     - Rose and Jeff Gault, ASF 

 

The Chapter seeks to increase our 
support in the coming year, and we 
are cooperatively planning our 
shooting fundraiser in the spring to 
benefit scholarships for Army 
families.  The Army Scholarship 
Foundation provides academic 
scholarships to children of soldiers 
and spouses of active duty enlisted 
soldiers. 
 
This past year was a record year in 
terms of funds and numbers of 
scholarship awarded to Army family 
members in pursuit of their 
educational dreams.  

http://www.armyscholarshipfoundation.org/
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Allen Clark Remembers a Double Agent 
This is part of a continuing series called Members Remember; in addition to the book excerpted below, Allen 
has a great series of veterans’ interviews in Valor in Vietnam. 
When my plane approached coastal Vietnam in early August 1966, the view of the incredibly beautiful beach and 
ocean gave me comfort about my assignment as an interrogator. In my first days there were no prisoners so I settled 
into the easy life which included going to the beach every day probably with Viet Cong near me basking in the sun.  

 
 
In October 1966 I met with Inchin approximately fifteen times.  We met either at his apartment just outside the pagoda 
grounds or at different hotel rooms I rented daily to conduct my interrogations. I became totally immersed with Inchin 
and his life. He had been raised as the son of the head housekeeper on the Royal Palace grounds of Prince Sihanouk 
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s capitol. He related he had become the best friend of Sihanouk’s son.  The story made the 
rounds in our detachment that he was the illegitimate son of Sihanouk. 
     As an intelligent and connected Cambodian he was selected for special schooling in Moscow, for study at Patrice 
Lumumba University, a training center for revolutionaries around the world, and in Peking, China.  An accomplished 
linguist, he was fluent in English, Vietnamese, Cambodian, and French and passable in Russia and two Chinese 
dialects.  He had been a lieutenant in the Cambodian Army, but defected to South Vietnam because he became 
disenchanted with communism for reasons never very convincing. After his basic information was derived, the 
Detachment XO began strategic interrogation. I heard later he was utilized in some of our other detachment operations 
as an interpreter. 
 My next assignment was PROJECT CHERRY to derive intelligence in the Tri-border area of South Vietnam 
(Laos and Cambodia), saturated with Communist base camps. I trained and inserted two small teams of Khmer Serei, 
recruited at Inchin’s pagoda, however they were unsuccessful at penetrating through very thick triple canopy jungle in 
the Tri-border area.   My final months in Vietnam were to be spent at Dak To Special Forces A Team camp just east of 
my insertion locations. My mission in spring of 1967 was to develop networks of Montagnards to return to their 
abandoned jungle villages to obtain information on enemy movements down the Ho Chi Minh Trail through Laos and 
Cambodia. 
     On June 17, 1967 a heavy barrage of mortars and rockets launched into Dak To by a NVA battalion intent on 
overrunning our camp, devastated us with two killed and nine wounded of twenty five Americans.  My war was over 
since mortar shrapnel wounds that day necessitated amputation of both my legs below the knee. After twelve 
operations and fifteen months of rehabilitation at Brooke General Hospital in San Antonio, I enrolled at SMU for a MBA 
in finance.  In February 1968 my father sent me an Associated Press article that reported that Inchin Hai Lam had died 
on November 24, 1967 in a sedan driven by a B-57 NCO with a Captain John J. McCarthy, the then case officer for my 
old PROJECT CHERRY. 

     .      - see end of story on next page -> 
After six months with the 7

th
 ID, I served 12 months with Eighth Army as an Ammo Specialist, sometimes in 

EOD.  Pork Chop Hill was bad, as the enemy had an adjacent higher observation point called “Pok Eye” and we were 
always under fire. It took several skirmishes to make the Eighth realize that Pork Chop was of no significant military 
value.  What a waste! 

It’s funny, but to this day I can remember faces of people I had the priviledge to serve with during those hot 
ancold times.   

 Within a couple of weeks I did not feel good about how I was to 
spend my Vietnam tour and requested a transfer to Fifth Special Forces, 
headquartered also in Nha Trang.  My assignment was to be the S-2 at a 
Special Forces B Team at Ban Me Thuot in the Central Highlands. When I 
did not receive orders to head out immediately for the B-Team, an E-8 in 
personnel informed me, “Captain, your records are kept under lock and key 
in a safe…For the record you don’t exist.”  I had been reassigned to 
Detachment B-57, whose mission was intelligence collection in Cambodia. 
At the headquarters of my newly-formed unit, a safe house in Saigon, a 
long-time Green Beret major told me to put all my uniforms in a duffle bag 
and buy civvies because I was going undercover. However I would not 
attend cocktail parties as did James Bond. 
 One of our Special Forces NCO’s, who are constantly fraternizing 
with the local populations, was with some Cambodians at a Buddhist 
pagoda in Saigon where he noticed one of them who stood out from the rest 
for two reasons, less hardy physical condition, but higher intelligence level. 
My detachment obtained operational interest (OI) on Inchin Hai Lam, and he 
became an intelligence source for us.  I was assigned to begin questioning 
him about his background and why he had defected to us. He and his fellow 
Cambodians were members of the Khmer Serei, an anti-Communist 
movement in Cambodia. 
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Allen Clark Remembers (continued) 
Captain McCarthy was tried and convicted of killing Inchin in a trial that became very controversial because it became 
necessary to reveal Detachment B-57’s secrets.  McCarthy was originally sentenced to life in prison at Leavenworth, but 
was released after fifteen months when new testimony was presented from the examining medical officer. In 2008 former 
Captain McCarthy discovered he was written up in my autobiography, Wounded Soldier, Healing Warrior and he 
contacted me to discuss more particulars of the case. 
     In 1998 McCarthy wrote an article in which he said Inchin was a actually a triple agent, an operative agent of Soviet 
KGB, First Secretary of the Khmer Serei, and also an employee of the Sihanouk government. Inchin’s fellow Khmer Serei 
members had decided Inchin was a Soviet double-agent. Prince Sihanouk’s own memoirs My War With the CIA, 
discusses McCarthy and the Inchin case. 
     It is indeed a small world!  I will go to my grave with the question unanswered whether or not Inchin was in fact a 
double-agent plant from Soviet Russian and Cambodian intelligence?  In hindsight my speculation is that he was. The 
killing of Inchin remains an open case in the files of the U.S. Army. 

 
Allen B. Clark cell 469-831-0841 

www.combatfaith.com www.combatfaith.blogspot.com  
Author: www.woundedsoldierhealingwarrior.com and www.valorinvietnam.com 

Awarded Bronze Medal for History Book 2014 by Military Writers Society of America 
 

 2014 Leadership Program Facts from John Antal, Program Director: 
1. To date more than 1,200 cadets have participated in our “Passing the Torch” coaching, teaching and mentoring 

events. Universities supported or joining the program this academic year include Texas Christian University, Baylor 
University, University of North Texas, University of Texas at Arlington, and Tarlton State University.  In late 2014 we 
also added the University of Texas at Arlington.   

2. Leaders from the AUSA North Texas Chapter form the Leadership Cadre for Passing the Torch.  Our Cadre 
membership participation in the program is growing, and AUSA members from as far away as TN and FL come to 
Vicksburg to join in our effort.  Twelve Cadre members attended the 3-day September 2014 Battlefield Leadership 
Experience at Vicksburg, Mississippi.  

3. AUSA North Texas has raised more than $40,000 over the past 3 years to fund the program. Sources include fund 
raising events, individual contributions and sponsorships. The chapter must raise $25,000 annually to sustain the 
program. 

4. The program is aligned to the Cadet Command ROTC Training Guidance published prior to Academic Year 2014-
15.  Program learning outcomes fully support the training guidance and provide an effective and economical way for 
ROTC units to meet these training objectives. AUSA North Texas leaders are now coordinating Passing the Torch 
events to align with and support the ROTC curriculum each academic quarter. 

5. AUSA underwrites a majority of the costs for all Passing the Torch events.  ROTC handles classroom scheduling, 
cadet transportation to/from Vicksburg and provides MREs for all participants as required. 

6. Our “Why” – The reason we do what we do – is: 

A. We are making a difference by training the next generation of Army leaders.  We are doing something 
meaningful.  Each year our Leadership Cadre effectively coaches, teaches and mentors the young men and 
women who graduate to become Army Officers in May of each academic year.  Feedback from officers who 
participated in Passing the Torch and are now in the Army is powerful: the leadership lessons they learned 
in our program have helped make them better leaders.   

B. Our chapter relevancy is fueled by this meaningful engagement with ROTC as well as local Guard and 
Reserve units. Passing the Torch gives our members a meaningful opportunity to contribute, enables 
conversation with potential chapter sponsors, and engages younger members and potential members. 

C. This is our opportunity to “Tell the Army” story in communities around the world. AUSA North Texas 
members routinely speak to this program at formal public speaking engagements with local civic and 
business gatherings. 

D. Our Program creates “buzz” around AUSA on social media platforms, local print news outlets, and radio talk 
shows. Passing the Torch gives AUSA members subject matter they can bring to speaking opportunities 
with local groups. 

E. It provides corporate members and civic leaders opportunities to participate. AUSA North Texas routinely 
engages leaders from the civic and business communities to participate in these events to help prepare 
future leaders.  

7.  

 
 

http://www.combatfaith.com/
http://www.combatfaith.blogspot.com/
http://www.woundedsoldierhealingwarrior.com/
http://www.valorinvietnam.com/
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Financial Uncertainty Looms in 2015 
 

  A Military Times survey of some 2,300 active duty troops has produced a disturbing report of growing 
dissatisfaction. After 13 years of war, troops feel burned out, underpaid, underequipped, underappreciated and 
lacking a sense of mission. Over the last 5 years morale has sharply declined. Whereas in 2009, 91% of 
respondents felt that overall their quality of life was good, now only 56% feel that way and only 44% rate their pay 
and benefits as good or excellent. Troops said more stress is created by the long-term budget cuts under 
sequestration. They worry that they may not have a job in a few years and if they do, they wonder if they’ll see the 
same retirement package provided to previous generations. Half of the troops say they are worried about their 
household finances. Even the military health care system seems to have deteriorated – only 49% (compared to 
78% five years ago) rate it as good or excellent. 
 
  Most, if not all, of the morale problems listed above can be traced to budget cuts due to the effects of the 
Budget Control act of 2011 even though there has been a temporary reprieve for 2014 and 2015. The big question 
is what will happen in 2016 and beyond? Without Congressional action, the full effects of sequestration will be felt, 
which will certainly cause even more damage to an already dropping morale.  
 
 At this point it is hard to tell what Congress will do, if anything. Some Congressmen such as Senator John 
McCain the new Chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee has placed addressing sequestration as his 
top priority. Similarly members of the House Armed Services Committee such as my old congressman, Randy 
Forbes, Chair of the House Seapower and Projection Subcommittee, has said that his “No 1 focus is getting 
sequestration done away with as it pertains to national defense.” And he said that he’s “optimistic that we’ll get that 
done”. 
 
 However, the new chairs of the House and Senate Budget committees have not given any hint that ending 
sequestration is high on their priority list. It would appear that they are content to stay with the Budget Control Act 
of 2011. How this will play out in 2015 is anyone’s guess right now. We’ll just have to wait and see. 
 
 Meanwhile the Military Compensation and Retirement Modernization Commission is due to report out next 
month. Indications are that their recommendations may include some form of a “401k-like” vesting program. One 
study claims that the compensation program has too high of a pay out at retirement. It appears that the title 
“Retirement Modernization” is simply code for cutting retirement pay. Regardless of the final recommendation, 
Congress will have to act on it to make it official. 
 
 

 

So, buckle up, we may be in for a bumpy ride in 2015 and 
may have to work hard to make our VOICE FOR THE 
ARMY heard loud and clear by our Congress. 

-  
- Sam Wilder 

 
 
 
 
 
 
VOICE FOR THE ARMY - SUPPORT FOR THE SOLDIER 
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Executive Committee meetings, which are open to all, are now being 
held on the second Tuesday of the month at Texas Land & Cattle Steak 
House, 10250 Technology Drive West, Dallas Texas 75220 from 1130 - 
1300. 

 

Upcoming Events in the 1st Half of 2015: 
 

 Leadership and a Movie – 29 January, 2015 - Baylor 

 Leadership and a Movie – 11 February, 2015 – UTA 

 Bikinis Sports Bar and Grill Wounded Warrior Dinner – Arlington 
Location – end of January – early February, 2015  

 Alamo Drafthouse movie – 23 February – Miss Texas Pageant 
members to attend – Movie will be “Little Miss Sunshine”   

 2015 Eric Affeldt Brunch -21 March, 2015 – Have asked MG Meir 
Klifi-Amir of Friends of the Israel Defense Forces (FIDF) as 
possible guest speaker  - Held at Brookhaven CC – 0800 to 0900 
Registration and 0930 to 1100 is Award Breakfast. 

 2015 Sport Clay Shooting– 16 April, 2015 – this event will fund 
our Education programs of which leadership and Army 
Scholarship Foundation come out of – Jolie Holliday to sing 
National Anthem at event.   Army Marksmanship team to give free 
clinic –Miss Texas will attend and 2 times Olympic Gold medalist 
SGT Vincent Hancock will possibly support our effort. 

  

 

 

AUSA Chapter Meetings Coming Up 

 
Chapter Officers  

PRESIDENT 

Rich Kaniss 

Email: 

rkaniss@att.net 

Phone: 972-644-6496 

 
SECRETARY 

Woody Alexander 

Email: 

woodynkath@att.net 
Phone: 214-679-2060 

 

STATE PRESIDENT 

JP Hogan 
Email: 

jp@northtexasausa.org 
Phone: 214-471-3289 

 
 
 
 

 

Chapter Email: 

info@northtexasausa.org 
 

 

 

mailto:woodynkath@att.net
mailto:jp@northtexasausa.org
mailto:info@northtexasausa.org

